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Haj Amin al-Husayni, the Mufti of Jerusslem, is one of the most
controversial and notorious political leaders of the world, King of no
country, having no amy, exiled, forever poised for flight from one
country to another in disguise, he has survived because of his remark-
able atdlity to play the British ageinst the French, the French against
the British, and the Americans against bnth; and also beacause he has
become a symbol among the Arabs for defending them against the 2ioniste.
His suave penchant for intrigue, his delicate manipulation of one Ared
faction against another, cambined with the popularity of his slogan of
8 united Muslim world, has made him a symbol and aforce in the Middle
Bast that is difficu’t to cope with and well nigh impossible to destroy.
The names of Machiavelli, Richelieu, and Metternich come to mind to de-
scribe him, yet nomof these aprly. Alone, without a state, he plays an
international game on behalf of his fellow Muslims, That they are un=
grateful, unprepered, and divided by complex and innumerable schisms, does
not deter him from his dream.

The Mufti is a man of striking appearence. Vigorous, erect, and
proud, like a number of Palestinian Arebs he has pink-whits skin and
blue eyes. His hair and beard, formerly a faxy red, is now grey. He
always wears an ankle length bl .ck robe and a tarbush wound with a spot~-
less turban, Part of his charm: 1lies in his (sep Oriental courtesy; he
sees a visitor not only to the door, btut to the gate as well, and speeds
him on his way with blessings. Another of his assets 1s his wsll-modulated
voice and his cultured Arehic vocabulary. He can both preach and argue
aeffectively, and is well versed in all the problems of Islam and Ared
nationalism. His mystical dcvotion to his cause, which is indivisibly
bound up with his personsl :nd family aggrandiszement, has been unflagg-
_ 1ing, and he has never devirtod from his theme, For his numerous $llit~
erate followers, such political consistency and simplicity has its ad-
vantages, The Mufti has always known well how to exploit Mus}im hatred
of "infidel® rule.

The Mufti was born, Amin al-Husayni, at Jerusalem, probably in 1893,
The Husaynis were one of the two most prominent Arab Palestinian families
and claimed descent from the Prophet Yuhammad., Tho rank of Mufti, be-
stowed upon Amints father, Tahir al-Husayni, by the Ottoman Government,
signified that the bearer was an eldor religlous loader in the community,
Amin's elder half-brother, Kemal, was similarly honored.

Anin al-Husayni attended St, George's School in Jerusalem, then went
to al-Ashar University in Cairo. He made the pilgrimage to Mecca, received
the title of Haj, then went to Turkey where he served in the Jurkish irmy
during World War I, After the capitulation of the Ottoman Bmpire in 1918,
he wes attached to the British Public Security Service in Palestine, chang-
ing over later to work for the French Secret Service in Damascus. He speaks
English, French and Turkish in addition to his native Arabdc.

hs a writer and teacher in Jerusalem in 1920, Ha) Amin was implicated
in the anti~-Jewish riots and had to flee to Transjordan. He was convict~
ed by the court of the British andatory Govermment and sentenced in ab-
sentias to ten years in prison, but the High Commissioner for Palestlne,
8T Horbert Samuel, granted him a pardon, and accepted Haj Amin as the
Araba! choice for the position of Mufti in 1921. In 1922 he was made
president of the newly established Supreme Nuslim Council, a position

\

CONF JIDENTIAL




~ CONFIDEATIAL o

al-HUSAYNI, Haj Amin ‘ PALESTINE

which gave him charge of t + finances of the Wakfs (Muslim plous endow-
ments), in addition to som appointive patronage, If both the British
and the Zionists hoped that these honors and positions of trust would
neutralize Hoj Amin's proclivities for intrigue, they were mistakones He
was even at that time a single-minded devotes of Areb nationalism, an
unalterable opponent of Zionism, and a mai. «illing to go to any lengths
to attain his ends.

While living in Jerusalem, the Mufti married a woman who remains
nameless and had five daughters and 3 son. His eon Muhammad Salah-al-Din,
born in 192, was educated in Bgypt, where he still resides as a s»rt of
protépgd of King Faruge .

As Mufti, Haj Amin led the Palastinian Arabs in the fight against
Jewish immigration and against the sale of land to Jews, He was a membor
of many Arab delegations sent to London to discuss the Palestine problem,
notably the Shaw Inquiry Commission in 1930, There he testified that he
had refusod an offer of a quarter of a million pounds offered him by a
relative of Dre Chaim Weizmann if he would not oppose the sale of Araed
land. In May 1930 he appoarad befor: the league of Nations in Gen3va to
protest further implementation of the Balfour Declaretion. Within Pales-
tine, he organized the Arabs and became preaident of the Arab Higher Com-
mittee formed April 25, 1936.

Discord and rioting betweun the Arabs : nd Jews continued in 1936 and
1937, climaxing in the assassination of the British Commissioner of Galilee
in August 1937, The Mufti's political party, considered responsible for
this outrage, was outlawed and the Supreme Muslim Council dissolved. The
Mufti, in danger of arrest, took rofuge in the Haram al-Sharif (The Dome
of the Rock) in Jerusalem. In this sacred Muslim shrine he was protected
by a fanatical bodyguard arl the British did not dare invade the sanctuary,
Moreover, cortain officials in Whitehall maintained that the Mufti must
not dbe completely alienated as he was the only outstanding leadar in
Palestine with whom they could negotiate. In Ontober, disguised as a
Bedouin, and under cover of night, ho fled to Jaffa where a coastal sail
boat smuggled him to the Lobanone There his spirituasl position, coupled
with strained Franco-British relations, saved him from arrest by the French,

In the village of Juniah the Mufti set up a fcitadel of intrigue®,
established communications with his henchmen in various parts of the Near
Bast, and almost immediately became involved with agents of Italy end
Germany, Mussolini, who had already proclaimed himself the protvector of
Islam, offered the Mufti asylum in Italian Libya, but the Mufti remained
in the Lebanon until September 1939, Whan World War II began, the British
requested ¢iie Prerch to deliver the Mufti into their custody, While these
negoticiions were ln progress the Mufti slipped away to Baghdad to join
his friend and feliowenationalist, Rashid Ali al-Gaylani, and there to
plot for an Axis orientation of Iraq,

On April 10, 19kl, Rashid Ali's coup succeededs He proclaimcd him-
self Prime Minister of Iraq, declared war against Britain, signed a secr.t
treaty with Germany and Italy, and with the assistance of "The"Golden
Square" (an Baglish term for frur Colcnels in the Iraq Army) attompted to
eject the British fram Iraqs .10 revolt wa~ 1ll-timed and though it had
considersble support from young nationalist:s, was quelied within six weeks
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by British troopss Rashid Ali fled with the Mufti to Irens The Mufti
took up residence in the Japanese lagation at Tehran, When the events
of September 1941 necessitated the evacuation of the Axis diplomatic
staffs from that city, permission was also granted by the Iranian Gow-
ernment for the evacuation of about 700 Italian citizens. Dr. Luigl
Petrucci, the Italian Minister, realizid that this was an cxcellont
chance to evacuate the Mufti at the sanmc time. Disguised as an Italian,
Haj Amin travelled with the Italians by bus and truck to Erzerum, whence
they continued their journey by trein via Ankara and Istanbul to Rome.
On November S, 1941 the Mufti left Rome to join Rashid All al-Gaylard
in Berlin. .

The Mufti and Oaylani, both treated as guests of the Fihrer, were
put under the special guardianship of Dre Fritz Grobba, head of the
Araedb Political Bureau in tho German Ministry of Foroign Affairs, who,
whilc Ambassador in Iraq, had planrcd th: Rashid All revolt, The two
Arabs were expected to be important pawns in the hands af the Germans,
to be shuttled back and forth betwe:n Rom? and Berlin and used as prop-
agandists to win Muslim sympathy fcr the ixis cause, Dr. Bdmund Veesen—
mayer, the former German Minister to Hun;ry, who knew the Mufti and
Gaylani at this period felt th  thc Wufti was the less practical of the
two Arabss The Mufti saw all ‘~oblcms from .he Muslim point of view and
was obsessad with the dream of a united Isl.umic state which would stretch
from Yorocco to Bosnia and eastward to Pakistan, But the Germans found
that the Mufti, in spite of his aspirations, was unadle to arouse Islame
Although he broadcast in Arabic over the Axis radio, amd toured Croatia
and Bosnia, trying to rally Muslims to the German side, he was not an
effective propagandist, D Luded by his own pan-Areb convictions, the
Wufti made the mistake of '@ pealing to the Aradb world as if it were an
entity. Another cause.of his failure as a propagandist was his negative
approache He had many criticisms of British imperialism but nothing
constructive to offer to the Arab world in its place. He gave his last
Axie broadcast on June 15, 1943, calling upon the Arabs to rise against
thie British and the Jews, The British were not alarmed. All through this
time BBC in London followed a policy of steady mild debunking of thc Mufti,
and refrained from open attack. The Germans from that timeée on considered
him a liability and cut his subsidy to a subsistence level only, He had
also come to loggerheads with Rashid Al{ al-0aylani and the two had ceassd
to have speaking acquaintance, so that they were kept far apart by the
Cermans, But Haj Amin al-Husayni had evidently secreted in Switzerland
considerable sums which the Germans paid him between 1941 and 1943, and
he has lived on these assets since 15L9.

In May 1945 the Mufti went from Bad Gastcin in Austria to Switser—
land with some fifteen followers, but Swiss authorities, not caring to be
responsidble for so difficult and controversial a company, deported them
at once to France, The group was hnusod in a suburb of Paris. Various
Lradb Goverrmments appealed in vain for the Mufti's return to Jerusalem,

The French wished to keep tho Mufti, and the British, for their part, were
not anxious to have him delivered into their custody, The arrest of the
Mufti would force the embarras: ‘ng dilemma of whether to prosecute him for
treason and incur Arab hatred, »r to ignore .is war record and risk the
charge of favoritism,
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While living in Paris, the Mufti renewed his contacts with the com—
plicated political machine which he maintained in various parts of the
Muslim world, and, incident.lly, renewed his feuds with certain Arab
leaders, His principal he chmen in Palestine at that time included Jamal
Husayni, Dr. Husayn Khalid., Munif Husayni, Ishaq al-Darwish, Raesim
al=Xhalidi, Ahmed Hilmi, Iszat Darwasah and Bmile Churi, Bven within
this inner circle there were quarrels over money and position. Nono gave
their camplete loyalty to the Mufti, although all feared hins Within
the Arab Higher Committee, the Mufti and Musa Alami were completely at
variances The mufti has never had any friendship for the members and
supporters of the Hashimite dynmasty, and has always regarded King Abdullah
of Jordan as a particular rival,

The Mufti, in spita of his genteel charm, is ruthless toward his
opponents in the Areb groups He has a personal bodyguard of somo twenty
well disciplined and efficient gummen who not only protect him btut carry
out his missions of assassination. The Nashashibti family has for centuries
been a rival of the Husaynis in tho arab community of Jerusaleme In Nov-
ember 1941, Fakhri Bey Nashashibi was liquidated at the Mufti's orders
while visiting Baghdad, Certain Arabs caught selling land to Jews were
torrorised, and in 1947, a liberal labor leader, Sami Taha, was killed
on the streets of Haifa, All sources attributed this murder to the Mufti.
Yet, despite this effort to M"discipline®" Palestinian Arabs, he w:s unable
to gain offective control over then. He was feared by his associates,
who regretted his return to Cairo, but who dared not challenge his de-
cisionse His followers exist~d in every Arad country, however, and con-
stant intrigue was going on in 1is behalf i REgypt, Syria and the Lsbanon.

In March 1946 there were rumcrs that the British wished to deport the
Mufti to the Seychelles, and there ware counter rumors that several Arat
countries had offered him rofuge, Foreign Secretary Bovin had reputedly
mde a request to the French Foreign Office for the extredition of the
Mufti and had been refused. Bevin then requested that the Mufti be kept
under surveillance so that he might not leave France, While members of
the Fronch, British and American Intelligence services were checking
planes and visas under the suspicion that the lufti might attompt to leave
Paris, the Mufti boardod a TWA flight for Cairo on May 29. He had shaved
his beard, dyed his hair, und was the bearer of a Syrian pussport, issued
to his friend Mar'uf Dawalibi. Dewalibi, then the legal counselor of the
Syrian Lagation in Paris, was a prominent anti-Western Arab nationalist
and a8 firm collaborator with the Mufti, Before boarding the plans, Ha)
Amin kindly sent a letter to the British Bmbassy informing them that he
was about to "fly the coopd The Syrian Minister to France, who had assist~
ed in procuring the passport, left hastily and quietly for Qoneva. The
Mufti, accompanied by his secretary Ali Rushdi Inan, was soon safely in
the air, while the real Dawalibi was still in Paris. It was several days
before the British ascertained that the lMuftl had arrived in Cairos The
British Ambassador then requested thc Bgyptian Government to give no pub-
licity to the presence of the Mufti in Bgypt. King Faruq replied that
the notice would be in the papers the next day, and it was, In the opin-
ion of American officials in Cairc, this move by King Faruq gave Egypt
increased prestige with extreme natioralist loaders in the entire Near
Bast, and served to strengthen Egyptian leadership of the Arab League
States where the Mufti was considered the best available threat against
the 2ionists. In the meanwhile the Mufti's latest move was hailod in the
Muslinm press, and he was accor'od an unrestrained wolcome by the populace,
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Prayers were held for the occasion in al=-Ashar Mosquse, and cheers for the
Wufti developed into anti-British, anti=Govermmont manifestations which
grew aerious enough to require police interference to quiet the crowd,

After promising not to take part in any political activity, the Mufti
with four of his followerz was established in Villa Aida, at Alex ndria
on July 1, 19L6. Arab leadors at once began to beat a path to hic door,
but were always received "unofficially", Said the Mufti, "if tha Jewish
Agency is permitted to spread propeganda, collect funds, prepere armies,
and buy ammunition, then the sr~bs at least have the right to meet and
discuss their plans." Haj Aed: al-Husayni * s determined that the Areade
should take up arms in the event of the partition of Palestine. There
were indications in the fall of 1946 that the Mufti was in touch with
the British, and had their tacit conseont for his activities, 4 Letanese
Christian who interviewed him then said that ho had never seen the Mufti
80 pro=British, But the Mufti himself became increasingly discoursged
with the situation. He der.ared the weakness of the Arad Leagus, blamed
King Abdullah for creating 1issension among the Arabs by his "Greater
Syria® project, and felt that Communist agents hod made great inroads in
the entire Middle Bast.

The situation in Palestine grew mare tense in 1947. The Mufti, under
constant attack from Zionists and unalterably determined to figcht the parti-
tirn of Palestine, travelled to Beirut in October, without a Lebanese visa,
to participate in an Arab league mecting called trn consider the Palestine
probleme At this meeting the Mufti et stiff opposition to his plea that
all the Arab countries assist the Palcstine Areds to resist the partition
of their country. In December he returned to Cairos When the actual com-
flict batweon the Arabs and the Jews came, dissension and jcalousy betwaon
the followers of the Mufti and the pro-Hashimite adherents of King Abdullah
succoeded in negating much of the Arabs' military power. The Mufti's
cholce for leadsr of the Arab army was the Ireql General Taha al-Hashind,
while tho Syrians insisted on Fawzi Qawuqji; thus two commanders took the
field at the start of the campaign, and later the situation was further
camplicated by the insistance of the BEgyptians on still a third soparato
camnande

h so~called Palestine Arab Government was set up in Gaza in September
1048, under the protection of ths Beyptian Governmont. The position of
President was left wacant, pre. mably for tho Muftli to occupy at a futurc
dstes The personnel of the Gaz. Govermment s composed of his followers,
anl it was believed that the Mufti had had much to ds with their cholce.
If the Gaza Government wos intended to rival the Jewish Agency, tho Arabe
were ambitious. This smali rroup of Pzlastine Arabs could nct in any way
campete with the internaticnsl organization of the Zionists. Tho Gasza
hrad Government existed for :. timc, on papor only, and then foldod its
tentss Moreover, the Arabs in Palestine were divided in their 2llegiance,
One group desired to be incorporated into Jordan, while the Muftits gﬁoup
clung unrealistically to their dream of an iudepengent Patustiie are
state, Oradually the chauvinistic apreal that tho Mufti had had lost
its attraction for the war-weary Arabs, and the Mufti's influcnce reach-
ad its nadir in tho winter of 1948-1949. Haj Amin had aliensted King
Faruq and the members of the Bgyptian Governmment, he had the support ~f no
great power, he had been unable to weld together even the surrounding
Aradb countries into any unanimity of action or opinion and he had been
unable to proclaim a Jihad.
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In Ootober 1949, Ha) Amin went to Saudi Arabia, endeavoring to obtain
support from Ibn Sa'ud for the creation of an independent Arab Palastine.
Messages from Whitehall were sent to the British Chargd in Jidda, instruct-
ing him to inform the Saudi Arebian Government that the British Foreim
Office did not in any way aporove of the Mufti's plan. Shortly aftor this
the Muftl left Jidda in King Ibn Safud's plano on a mission to Damascuse
He intended to dissuads the Syrian G:vern-cnt from its rumored project of
union with Iraq.

In Pebruary 1951, Haj Amin presided cver the World Muslim Conference
held at Karachi. Although the Conf:renc: was unofficial in character,
nearly forty delegates from Mur~im chuntries attended. The principal
resolution passed by the Confer 1ce was that "no power on earth can brrak
the ties which bind the people of Pakistan -nd Kashmir®, and all Muslim
countrics were to diprect thiir roprcsentatives at the UN to support Pak—
istan's stand on Kashmir. Other rosolutions dealt with Palostine, Africa,
and Hyderabad, and all stres-.d the necessity for the cooperation of the
Muslim world. From Xarachi, Haj amin went to Kabul in March 1951, where
he attempted to resolve Af; .n-Pakist-n differcnces on the basis of private
informal talks, He apparer. ly hoped to encourage a sottlement of the
fPushtoonistan® issue by acain using the plec for Islamic unity, insist-
ing that this unity is the only protection ~f the Muslim world against
the evils of Communism. It is believed, however, that Haj amints excursion
into the affairs of Afchanistan and Pakistan is morely a phase of his most
earnest purpose tc achieve Muslim unity in ordor te drive the Zionists
out of Palestine,

latest reports regarding the Mufti indicate that the British Foreien
Office would like to effect 8 repprochoment betwaen Abdullah and Hej Amin,
or at least between Abdullah and the followers of Haj Amin, to stabilize
and unify the enlarged state of Jordan., Whether such a plan can ever
materialize np not, the Mufti is still a power in the Middl: East, His
small, but well organized group of henchmen ponetrate every country in the
Muslim world, and the popular appeal ~f his sl~gan for Muslim unity cannot
be denled, however unrealistic it may appear to be, There is no tangible
evidence that he has ever desired Scvist support for his plans, and it is
out of character that ho ever would., Thc Germaen Forelgn Office could never
discern that he strowe for anything m-r¢c than pan-hreb unione Whil: the
Zionists consider him slightly werse than Mephistopholes and have used hi-
as a symbol of Nazism, this is false, He cared nothinz about Nazism and
did not work woll with Germans. He rerardad them mercly as instruments to
be used for his own aims,
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