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National Divorce 

Within the next year Russia will spiral into a deep political
crisis. There is a nonzero chance that it may scale up existing
separatist tendencies leading to the breakup of the empire. In
this thread I will outline a model of how this process could look
like🧵

Russia is the last European colonial empire that remains largely intact. It was a relatively

small polity whose enormous territorial expansion started for real only in the 16th c. This

time frame largely overlaps with the establishment of the first European overseas empires
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• • •

Those who doubt colonial nature of Russia point out to how different it was from what is now

seen as the epitome of British colonialism - the British empire. Indeed, Russian colonialism

was very dissimilar from the Anglo one, but often strikingly similar to the Iberoamerican

We can understand Russia easier if we see it as an Iberoamerican-type empire that didn't

break up yet. Russian Federation holding Siberia is not unlike Spain holding Mexico or

Portugal holding Brazil 

(You can get Eurasianism better if you see it as the Russian Lusotropicalism)

Parallels with Spain and Portugal can be helpful for modelling a potential breakup of Russia.

As the inner structure of these empires are not dissimilar, the mechanism of their breakup

may go in a similar way, too - starting from their trigger (a military defeat by a third power)
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