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Yes, of course 

Tourism continues = Nobody in the West really cares about
what's happening and all the "outrage" about the war is just BS
rhetorics 

Tourism stopped = They do care after all 

Visa policy of the EU has huge political significance for internal
Russian politics

toomas hendrik ilves
@IlvesToomas · Follow

It is? Never heard of international law saying visas are a 
right.  

But considering how ballistic the Kremlin regime is over 
the prospect of a visa ban, it seems we at last have 
discovered something that will make them feel the 
consequences of invading a sovereign state.

X Soviet @XSovietNews
Russia's ambassador to Estonia says a ban on visas is "a violation of 
international law".
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Tourism issue is not just tourism issue. Russian public opinion interprets it as the marker of

the *real* attitude of Europe. When Macron/Scholz express a deep concern, Russian public

either laughs over it or interprets it as the de facto endorsement. Empty words, no action

Visa ban may be a small action, but it is an action. Unlike words visa ban has nonzero value.

This can and will be interpreted as Europe being *actually* upset about what's happening in

Ukraine and probably even somewhat angry. It's a sign of actual, unironic disapproval
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When you read complaints about the visa ban, keep in mind that when Russia attacked

Georgia in 2008 the future leader of opposition Navalny called for deportation of all

Georgians (whom he called "rodents") from Russia. 

It's still in his livejournal btw 

(no title)
Утром потратил целый час на то, что полностью посмотрел прямую
трансляцию с Совбеза ООН. Смотреть было неприятно - Россию просто
водили мордой об стол. Единственные, кто сказал хотя бы ритуальные сло…

https://navalny.livejournal.com/274456.html
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To sum up. Any signs of business as usual, including tourism, are viewed as

acceptance/endorsement of Russia's policies. Russian people are no idiots. They get that if

Russia's behaviour is unpunished, it means Russia got away with it. Putin is genius, his

critics are imbeciles
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